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Table. Pertussis among infants under 6 months of age in the Northern Territory, Queensland, and Western 
Australia, 2015–2017: cases and incidence 

Characteristic Cases 
Incidence per 10 000 

infants (95% CI) 

State/territory   

Northern Territory 11 11 (6.1–20) 

Queensland 86 4.4 (3.6–5.5) 

Western Australia 27 3.6 (2.5–5.2) 

Remoteness*   

Major city 49 4.0 (3.0–5.3) 

Inner regional 22 6.0 (4.0–9.2) 

Outer regional 14 4.8 (2.9–8.1) 

Remote <5 3.1 (0.5–18) 

Very remote <5 0.4 (0.0–24) 

Socio-economic status†   

Quintile 1 46 7.8 (5.9–10) 

Quintile 2 27 5.1 (3.5–7.4) 

Quintile 3 21 3.8 (2.5–5.8) 

Quintile 4 16 2.7 (1.7–4.4) 

Quintile 5 14 2.6 (1.6–4.4) 

Antenatal care   

From first trimester 89 4.3 (3.5–5.3) 

From second trimester >30 4.8 (3.4–6.8) 

From third trimester <5 3.0 (0.8–11) 

Time of birth   

Term birth 111 4.3 (3.5–5.1) 

Moderately pre-term >10 6.8 (3.8–12) 

Very pre-term <5 7.3 (1.3–41) 

Extreme pre-term <5 4.2 (0.7–24) 

Body mass index   

Overweight/obese (≥25) 62 5.2 (4.1–6.7) 

Normal (18.5 to <25) 40 3.0 (2.2–4.0) 

Underweight (<18.5) 8 6.0 (3.0–12) 

Influenza vaccine   

Yes 24 3.5 (2.3–5.2) 

No 100 4.8 (3.9–5.8) 

Smoking   

Yes 39 12 (8.9–17) 

No 85 3.4 (2.8–4.2) 

Maternal age   

Under 20 years 14 15 (8.7–24) 

20–24 years 19 4.6 (3.0–7.2) 

25–29 years 33 4.2 (2.9–5.8) 

30–34 years 31 3.3 (2.3–4.7) 

35 years or older 27 4.8 (3.3–7.0) 
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Characteristic Cases 
Incidence per 10 000 

infants (95% CI) 

Asthma   

Yes 11 7.6 (4.3–14) 

No 113 4.3 (3.5–5.1) 

Hypertension   

Yes 6 15 (7.0–33) 

No 118 4.3 (3.6–5.1) 

Diabetes   

Yes <5 8.3 (2.3–30) 

No >119 4.4 (3.7–5.3) 

When necessary, data counts have been suppressed (i.e., indicating less than or greater than values) in accordance with 
data confidentiality requirements.  

CI = confidence interval. 

* Australian Statistical Geography Standard Remoteness Structure, by mother’s residential postcode.1 

† Index of Relative Socio-economic Advantage and Disadvantage (IRSAD), by mother’s residential postcode.2 
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